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How do you feel when your friend gives you the latest CD
you've been wanting for your birthday? You're probably
excited and say a big “thanks!” The Jewish people regard the Torah
as a precious gift, one for which we say thank you to God each time
we read it. We express this gratitude in two prayers said just before the Ark is opened
and the Torah is removed for the Torah service.

The first of these two prayers, 7]"173.:.1 1", proclaims God’s uniqueness. In it, we
praise God for the power and the kindness that are God’s alone—as well as for the
strength and peace with which God blesses us. This prayer also communicates our
belief that only God could have given us the precious gift of the Torah. Later in this
chapter, we will learn about the second prayer said before the Ark is opened—
D077 AKX,

Practice reading 71132 ]'X aloud.

M27R ANID7N PWPYRD PRI DNOK A2 PX
T 9T o3 Anhwnm ombiy Sa .

I YD 1Y m Ty Oy T on A T
.Oowa My nK 173 7

There is none like You, Adonai, among the gods (other people worship), and there
are no deeds like Yours. Your sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty, and Your reign
is from generation to generation.

Adonai is Ruler, Adonai ruled, Adonai will rule forever and ever. May Adonai give strength
to our people, may Adonai bless our people with peace.
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like you

(like) your deeds
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(is) ruler

o

ruled

will rule

ALL YOURS
Many words in the 71122 )X prayer end in the suffix 9.
Connect each word below to its English meaning.

(like) your deeds A3
and your reign FYYNR3)
like you n1a5n
your sovereignty AnSwnm

Can you describe
the most precious
gift you've ever
received?

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
Each word next to 77 below is built on the root abn (“rule”).

Next to each line, write whether it is the past, present, or
future tense.

tense:

Aomr 7

779 7
R 7




TORAH SERVICE

What do you like about going to the movies with your friends? Maybe it's
the popcorn. Or maybe it's getting seats together and talking until the lights
go out. Or maybe you can’t wait to see the coming attractions. But the part
we all look forward to the most—the highlight of our experience—is seeing
the movie itself! In the same way, the Torah service is the highlight of all the
prayers in our synagogue service, many of which come from the Torah (for
example, VAW, MATXY, and ﬂ;n; m).

The Torah is the first part of the Hebrew Bible. In it we read the stories of
our ancestors. But the Torah is far more than a textbook like the one you
study in history class. Not only does it tell the story of our ancestors, it also
symbolizes our connection to them and to God. In the thousands of years
since we received the Torah, the Jewish people have been reading it over and
over again, passing down its teachings from generation to generation.

Most congregations read a portion of the Torah on Shabbat morning and on
certain Jewish holidays. Others read from the Torah on Friday evenings. In
some congregations, a portion of the Torah is read on Mondays and
Thursdays, too. The Torah service itself has three main parts: taking the
Torah out of the Ark, reading the Torah, and returning the Torah to the Ark.
Each part of the Torah service has its own blessings and ceremonies.

Parents and children can
work together to better
understand the teachings
of our tradition.
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D7I7K2 7103 T'K «there is none like you

among the gods (other people worship)”

T'X means “(there is) none.”
71123 is made up of two parts:
M2 means “like.”

7 is a suffix meaning “you” or “your.”

Sometimes, when you add a suffixto a word, it changes the word’s letters

orvowels (M2 = 7 + n3).

D’ﬂ‘?!’f; means “among the gods.”
2 is a prefix meaning “among the” or “in the.”
U’Tf‘?.t( means “gods.”

The word “gods” has a small “g” because it refers to pagan gods that people
worshipped in ancient times. We write the name of our God with a capital “G"

because there is only One God.
The Sh’ma expresses this belief:
MR T AR 7oK YRy

Write the English meaning of the Sh'ma below.
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DID YOU NOTICE? -

The Torah service begins with a reference to God, not to the Torah itself. Why
do you think the Torah service praises God first?
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WYNID 'K “and there are no deeds like yours”
'K, we know, means “(there is) none.”

The prefix 1 means

"WYND means “like your deeds.”
We have just learned that the word 1132 means “like.”
3, the shorter form of the word 12, also means “like.”

N"WYN means “your deeds.”
AW YN is built on the root FWY.
(Note: Sometimes a root letter doesn't appear in a Hebrew word.)

MDY tells us that “do” or “make” is part of a word’s meaning.
The suffix ¥ means “you” or “your.”

Circle the root letters in each word below.
eyy by nwy nwynb
Now circle the words built on the root TV in the prayer below.
A2y ooy npyr k31 R oy npy
AR MK 5RO S

How many words did you circle?

Do you recognize the prayer? Write its name here.

What does D'i'?[p TV mean?

B
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“Adonai is ruler, Adonai ruled,
Adonai will rule forever and ever”

The word ']'773 means “ruler” or “is ruler.”
Read these words:

EE P L
Each word is built on the root 271 (“rule”).
Reread the prayer on page 4 and circle all the words built on the root 2on.

How many words did you circle?

.

FROM THE SOURCES

The prayer phrase TV D'?"]JJ'? jlﬂﬂ" a ,']I?TTJ ” ,1573 M is a compilation
of verses from different parts of the Bible.

Read each biblical verse below and circle the phrase that appears in 7122 X
(Remember: God's name can be written as 7 or TT'!TI?.)

4 '7 b . )
Psalm 10:16 W oY -] ,":'l, T e
PR I TR
4 . : A
7R T 1 OA 1K
Psalm 96:10 U'I)?ﬂ"?: ‘pnn =laR
| :DMYM3 oMy T
- sl e k
Exodus 15:18  :7Ty1 DPVY om0 | mim 18
\ : ' el

There is no single verse in the Bible that says God is, was, and will always be

Ruler, yet the prayer expresses all these ideas in one sentence. Why do you think
the prayer combines all these thoughts?
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hom do you trust most? You count on your

mom or dad for lots of things—like helping
you with your homework, cheering for you at your
music recital, taking care of you when you're sick.
You rely on your swim coach to teach you how to
dive safely. And you depend on your best friend
for everything from standing by you when you
have a tough problem to telling you that your new
outfit looks awesome!

The Jewish people put their trust in God to
always be there for them. D"M7T 2K, the
second prayer recited as the Ark is opened for the Torah service, praises God for
God's complete trustworthiness and mercy, and asks God to protect Jerusalem.

Practice reading D177 2K aloud.

;11*:_:-1115_; ﬂ.:l'ﬂf'!; 17077 00707 2N
DU NN AN,
RW1 07 5K 7R 0nva 137 93 13,
oMY 11X 4
Merciful Parent, favor Zion with Your goodness;

rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.

For in You alone do we trust, sovereign God, high and exalted,
eternal Ruler.




D.'Z?ﬂffm WHAT’S MISSING?
' Complete each prayer phrase with the missing word.
oMmnan s

merciful parent

merciful, the mercy

:;ip'_';-'i'ﬁl"t o - '.'.’.:1.".‘1'7'1"" Lo n.]n‘"-i I-[J:n
nplpd /78 | rebuild the walls of lerusalem
Jerusalem J
737 723
L L for in you alone do we trust

ey

we trust(ed) \

When you're wrestling playfully with your brother, he trusts you
not to hurt him.

MERCIFUL PARENT

In this prayer, we call God DRI AKX (“merciful parent”).
The root of DA is XM (“mercy” or “compassion”).

God is sometimes referred to by three other names, all
expressing the idea that God is compassionate. The names are:

God full of mercy mpyalyly! N‘??; I?.N
the merciful one TTQU?:T
compassionate and gracious God 1171 O] r7.N

Circle the root letters 17 in each of God’s names above.




FROM THE SOURCES
D'RITT 2X asks God to favor Zion (Jerusalem) with goodness and to rebuild it.

These words are taken from Psalm 51, which was written 2,500 years ago, just after the
destruction of the First Temple in 586 B.C.E.

Below is an excerpt from Psalm 51. Underline the words that appear in D07 AN

o B
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WHOM DO YOU TRUST?
The prayer ends with the statement that we put our trust in God:

UL 717 7273

Think of somebody you trust. On the lines below, describe an incident or the
character traits that make that person trustworthy.

12




FLUENT READING

Below is the unofficial anthem of the State of Israel—T]j?IT. Based on a poem written in
1878 by Naftali Herz Imber, it expresses the hope that the Jewish people would someday
return from exile to live in their homeland—'?l_‘ﬂjtp? TN,
\
|

Practice reading 11710, E

Circle J1%¥ and D??'ﬂp’l'\:’ each time they appear. How many words did you circle?

R7e 2392 Ty 53 |
NI T W) |
IR M TNKDY
TTDIY 1RYH 1Y

NNMPR 77K K Ty
D'Z7K MW N3 Mpn
NYIRI "W oy N

DU TIY YK

Within the heart

a Jewish spirit is still alive
and the eyes look eastward
toward Zion.

Our hope is not lost,

the hope of two thousand years

to be a free nation in our land,

in the land of Zion and Jerusalem.

13
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Which objects, or things that you do, link you to your past and to your
future? If your mom gives you her wedding dress to wear when you get
married, and you pass that dress on to your own daughter, you have created a chain
linking your past and your future together. If your dad gives you his vintage baseball
cards, and you someday give them to your own son or daughter, you also create such
a chain. In the same way, the Torah links us to our ancestors and to our descendants.
From generation to generation, the teachings of the Torah are passed down as we
read it each week, creating an unending chain of knowledge and tradition, and
building our heritage.

'[1”5’ R 13, the prayer that we say as we remove the Torah from the Ark, connects
us to our ancient past and to our future. It expresses our hope and our belief that both
the Torah and the land of Israel will continue to be our source of spiritual strength for
generations to come,

We stand as the Ark is opened.
Practice reading J1'X1] 2 aloud.

WY T2 TN RN Tiwn D
ANWTpR SR My mIIn Tmw g 2

For out of Zion shall go forth Torah, and the word of God from Jerusalem.
Praised is the One, who in holiness gave the Torah to God's people Israel.




PRAYER

DICTIONARY

¥R

from Zion

iR

Torah, teaching

e

1am

and the word of

npdi7kluila)

from Jerusalem

to God's people

MATCH GAME
Connect each Hebrew word to its English meaning.

to God’s people g
from Zion AT
and the word of DIowIMm
from Jerusalem 1e'es
in God's holiness Tnaw
who gave ny-
Torah, teaching NP3

With each tender act,
parents can instill in
their children an ability
to love and nurture.

PRAYER VARIATIONS }

Ny Tpa

in God's holiness

As the Ark is opened, some congregations add the following words from
the Torah (Numbers 10:35) before '[1'1’?3 Lo

TP KT INT YR T
I/ PRIR O, TR WEN T I
When the Ark was carried forward, Moses said:

Arise, Adonai; may Your enemies be scattered, may Your foes be driven 1o flight.

Other congregations do not mention war or the Jews’ enemies, but add:

JTIRY 712 M wnhRh HTaan

Let us declare God's grmnms and give honor to the Torah.

No matter which words they add before T}"YD 12, all congregations
are alike in praising God for giving us the Torah. Which version of the
prayer is found in your synagogue’s prayer book?

15




WHAT’S MISSING?

Circle the word that completes each sentence.
my?  ohwrm 1wn
Pyn ohwrtn in
amilel 5K ”

N2 1Pyn Sxawn

OUT OF ORDER
Number the seven words from the first line
of TI¥M 2 in the correct order.

N N\

() ) [ . \
':'l"'rln l\_/,i 7;?1 \__ NYN )
oowrn () 1wvn ()
vy () D {'/ \)
[ \\‘l‘_h’/; T \\_‘//
Number the six words from the second line
of J1%¥R '3 in the correct order.
my? () Sxwr ()
4 ’E\ & f/ /‘\\\
A1 () v )
L N T S
nwpa () min( )

n.ﬂn RXYn” ) 14 .1
from Zion
7 [T .2
from Jerusalem h '
My 3 -
Torah )
NY1p2 ay? 4

Israel

King David's Tower in the Old City
of Jerusalem.




TORAH READING

How did the custom of reading the Torah originate?

Some of the Jews who had been in exile in Babylonia after the
destruction of the First Temple in 586 b.c.t. were allowed to return
to the land of Israel. But years had passed, and they and their
children had forgotten the teachings of the Torah.

Around 400 B.C.E, Ezra the scribe, determined to rebuild Jewish life
in Israel, stood during Rosh Hashanah in front of the gathered Jews
and read to them from the Torah. The Jews cried when they heard
the words of the Torah again.

They returned the next day to study Torah, and they celebrated
Sukkot for the first time in many years. But Ezra knew they would
have to be reminded of the meaning of the Torah if they were to live
according to its laws. So he arranged public Torah readings on
Mondays and Thursdays, on Shabbat, and on certain holidays.

Why on Mondays and Thursdays? Those were market days, when the
people came together in large numbers to do business.

And to this day—thousands of years later—many congregations still
read from the Torah in the synagogue on Mondays and Thursdays,
and on certain holidays, in addition to Shabbat.

Answer the questions below:

¢ How did reading aloud from the Torah in public help the Jews in
Ezra’s time?

* Why do you think it is important to continue this tradition?
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galii)
"and '[T’YTJ “from Zion” T
ching”
1 11'3’73 is made up of two parts.
1 is a prefix meaning “from.”
'[‘I’X means “Zion.”
127 .1 '|'|?lm means
X 2 ! Zion is another name for Jerusalem. 1
AN 2 =1
n 3 11271 “and the word of”
2 4 1 is a prefix meaning
' 7127 means “the word of.” .
'Jw 3 Read the following sentences and circle all the words built on the root =127 :
(“speak,” “word,” or “thing"). ¥
337 Dy O q1yn YD WK PRI DT v
7737 923 TAKIT DT 7 DK T3 2 ;
ATy TTW3 KT 1372 AMbn pKn Wy 3 .
——— O™ 2w XD TIAR 7270 IR 2T 4
DIPM1 2RI WYY RINT AR OKiT s :
.;\‘uz",;*'-, } -
‘\:\.‘ //- ] = )u
-3 ) DD VOL KNOWT i s i i RPN o 1 —
In Hebrew, we refer to the Ten Commandments as J'ﬁ'\:;l’[ﬂ NWW}J ! o e I
| Circle the root letters 12T in the second word: N172T NWY | ——
' What does NWY mean? i & :
| ' y




D?I?"UTT’D is made up of two parts.

|
R is a prefix meaning “from.” :

D?K?LU'H? means “Jerusalem.” :r

The prophet Isaiah first said the words D?'?W‘I'l’?_ﬁ AM ,TTTII]'I N¥n” '[1"373 Ko ;
in his vision of a peaceful world in which “they shall beat their swords into plowshares” and |

“nation shall not lift up sword against nation” (Isaiah 2:3-4). Here, n-ﬁjﬂ means “teaching”

or “instruction.”
Read these sentences and underline the Hebrew word for Jerusalem in each one.
A1 TTNA WP MY oW maan
JIPY MR Y2 T2WNT D0 AN 2 |
DY ninin man
APy DY N2 WTRpNM DTNR 3
JRK DY PR32 A2 N R 3 4
JTanR 53 2 m ohu nR o s

| Do you recognize the prayer in line 27

| Write its name here.

. When do we say this prayer?

19
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[N “who gave*
TN is made up of two parts. o
LU is a prefix meaning “who.”
113 means “gave.” g+
TN TP 7172 means “praised is the One who gave the Torah.” -

Who is the One who gave us the Torah? Write your answer in Hebrew.

g,
L 1 . 4
——— - e m— e

» k ..L;
m ,,L:’ “to God’s people”
I? is a prefix meaning “to.” R
1731_7 means “"God's people.” —
OV  means “people” or “nation.” - pwe
1 at the end of a word means “his.” .
As God is neither male nor female, we translate 1733}5 as “to God's people.” T

= ol
e

N PN ey
-

TNW',[ 72 “in God’s holiness”

A s a prefix meaning “in.”
Tﬂpjp means “holiness.”
'1]'“?'\[17 means “God’s holiness.”

'I]'“'E"I P2 means
What is the root of 'irﬂfy"\l'\ Far

Circle the root letters W'IP in each word below.
28 (PR w1'rpr_1 npli7gl (p)a E\/ar
wfl"fi? DSW‘]'TEH

What does W17 mean?




HOLDING THE TORAH

In many congregations, the person holding the Torah, after it is taken out of the Ark,
recites each of the following lines, first alone, and then with the congregauan In
other congregations, the lines are recited in unison.

SR T APTOR 7 OK yRu

Hear O Israel: Adonai is our God, Adonai is One.
Aoy Wity rITIR DY TR N

Our God is One and is great; God's name is holy.

A third line is added. In some congregations, the person holding the Torah turns to
face the Ark and bows when this line is recited.

I R manin K vh o™
Acclaim Adonai with me, and together let us exalt God's name.

When you become a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah you will
have the honor of holding
the most sacred possession
of the Jewish people.




Have you ever stood and watched something
exciting go by? Maybe you‘ve been to a wedding
where you can't take your eyes off the beautiful bride
walking down the aisle. Or maybe you've gone to a
basketball game where the players run into the arena
through a tunnel and emerge to cheers as the crowd
jumps to its feet. Or maybe you've arrived early at the
Fourth of July parade so you can get a good spot to
watch the bands and floats.

Traditionally, during the Torah service, we stand to watch the Torah as it is carried
through the congregation, perhaps by the rabbi, or the cantor, a bar or bat mitzvah, or
an honored congregant. As the Torah is carried up and down the aisles, from the Ark
to the reader’s table on the bimah, there is a feeling of anticipation. Everyone turns to
keep the Torah in sight as a sign of respect to God. As the Torah passes by, we sing
L Tl",' , @ prayer that praises God’s greatness.

Practice reading :7 ?||7 aloud.

TN AT NIRBRM TPm 21T L 7% .
7R 7 77 Y omwa Yo 03 .
WKTG 2% xpamem
Yours, God, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and t-he maje;q»; for all ;:hat is.

in heaven and earth is Yours. Yours is the sovereignty, God; You are supreme over all.

Read the English translation of the prayer above. Notice that we do not mention the
Torah in the prayer. You might expect us to praise the Torah as we carry it lovingly
from the Ark, but instead we praise God.

Why do we praise God instead of the Torah? Because, although we honor the Torah
and respect it, we worship only God. '

Why do you think this prayer encourages us to worship God and not the Torah?




FLUENT READING

Each line below contains a word you know. Practice reading the lines.

P27 523 TRRIT ORI LT AK I3

S419KS I u%D fom R iy Dy W ik o

PR DPIWH 7 om KD 21N TR TN 3
MDD M T vy

21 M2WR D2YAT qNIWK DX 4

R0 RN TS TR Shmmr 5y s

IWTp UNINI D3 N3 0D 6

.onenat X Y3 WK 7YY 7|

P9y 5K KT iR DT X s

STy Twna iR amian e InK 2 s
PIY) NRRIT N30 Ry DX

DY Y YR UYING Wan Dy nenY

23



TN NioTa

l I ave you seen the Torah's elaborate

cover and ornaments—its rich silver ]
embroidery on fine fabric, tiny bells adorning brass
or silver handle ornaments, and fancy breastplate?
When the Torah reaches the reader’s table after it has
been carried through the congregation, the rabbi or
Torah reader removes the covering and ornaments,
sets the Torah on the table, and unrolls it to that
week's T )B—Torah portion.

Each parashah is divided into sections, or readings. For
each section, one or more congregants are called up to the Torah to say two blessings—
one before the Torah reader begins to read that section, and one after the reader has
finished. The honor of being called up to recite these blessings is called an
rrg‘?_y (“going up”). The blessing before the Torah reading has two parts. The first
part is the Bar'chuy, a call to the congregation to praise God. The second part thanks
God for choosing us to receive the gift of the Torah.

BLESSING BEFORE THE TORAH READING
Practice reading the blessing aloud.

73T 7TNK 3732

7YY 097 979 7 g
BT A2 oK 7 AnK g
DYITOm 12702 WK
ANy u5nn

JT7IRT 1NN LY AR 9Ina

Praise Adonai, who is praised.

Praised is Adonai, who is praised forever and ever
Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world,
for choosing us from ail the nations

and giving us God's Torah.

Praised are You, Adonai, who gives us the Torah.

the
phia.




FPRAYER
DICTIONARY

MATCH GAME

Connect each Hebrew word to its English meaning.

us
and gave (and giving)
chose (choosing)

to us

God's Torah

gives

from all the nations

glak
1

A

oy D3n
hak)

103

115

iN7IR

This Torah mantle is
adorned with a quote
from Leviticus 25:10,
which also appears on the
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia.




LETTER LINK

It is no easy task to read from the Torah. You must be trained to read
Hebrew fluently, and without vowels or punctuation, in order to
read without mistakes. What's more, in many synagogues the Torah -
portion is chanted using special musical inflections or melodies
called trope. The Torah reader ( R™Mp '717:;1, for a man or a boy;
ax™p n Y3, for a woman or a girl) often prepares for the
reading by practicing in a tikkun, a book in which the words of the
Torah appear twice—in one column they appear in regular Hebrew
print with vowels and punctuation, and in the second column, the
text looks just like the Torah itself.

Sometimes, the Torah reader is the Bar Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah,
whose family members are given the honor of an aliyah—reciting
the blessings before and after the sections in the Torah reading. If
you read Torah when you celebrate becoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah,
you may learn how to read trope.

Here is the way Hebrew letters look in a Torah scroll.
TYRtEngbotimaobitmTiaN

Connect each Torah letter below to the matching printed letter.

o i X = T ¥
1 9 n X n o’ 5 -=
- ' TN o
n ¥ © © o v
15
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Read the first two lines of the Torah blessing. Do you recognize them?
AT TN 73
Y1 0797 7727 7 3 2
The Torah reading begins with the 12372 —the Call to Worship, the official

opening of the prayer service. Why do you think the blessing before the Torah
reading begins with the 12737

Words built on the root 272 have “praise” or “bless” as part of their {
meaning. Circle all the words in the 1373 that are built on the root 272.

This root means or . ;

Now read the next part of the Torah blessing.
DWW 7R ATOK T IR 3

AM7inTnx 25N DRy oo N3N WK |
Underline the six words that are found at the beginning of most N1273.

-~

112 2 _“UIS “who chose us” (“for choosing us”)

WX means “who.”
T2 means “chose.”
112 means "us.”

Who chose us to receive the Torah?

To whom does “us” refer?

27




'[]j;l"l means “and gave.”

1 is a prefix meaning
Tﬂ_’] means
=_F
'-'IJ'? means “to us.”
T

ending 1 (“his").

What did God give us?

Write your answer in Hebrew.

CROSSWORD

1

Read the Hebrew clues and fill in the correct English words.

2 7

4 3 DOWN
Son .1

DY 2

0.3

: 13 .7

[6
|

28

IN7IR is made up of two word-parts: 1711 and the word

Because God is neither male nor female, we translate 1n‘1‘m as “God'’s Torah.”

ACROSS
17 .2
3.4
3.5
NN .6




® The Torah (also called the Five Books of Moses) is divided into 54 portions
(Ne79).

® It takes exactly one year to read the whole Torah. We begin reading the first
book, Genesis (N"WX"3), on Simhat Torah, and complete reading the last
book, Deuteronomy (B?72), one year later on the following Simhat Torah.
We then begin all over again.

® The last person called to the Torah on Shabbat is known as the maftir (for a
man or a boy) or the maftirah (for a woman or a girl). This is often the Bar
Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah. The maftir or maftirah recites the blessings before and
after the reading of the last few verses of the Torah portion, and then chants a
portion from Prophets called the haftarah.

Answer the following questions:
I. How many portions (N1W)8) are contained in the Torah?
2. On which holiday do we finish reading the Torah and begin all over again?

3. Explain what the maftir or maftirah does.

CRO

4. How do you think it feels to be the maftir or maftirah? Why?




BLESSING AFTER THE TORAH READING

The blessing we say after the Torah reader has finished reading that section of the
Torah praises God for giving us the Torah of truth and eternal life. Although our
bodies cannot live forever, by reading the Torah and passing it and its lessons down to
our children and then to their children, we keep Torah and we keep our heritage alive
forever. The chain of tradition that began when Moses and the Israelites received the
Torah almost 3,500 years ago lives on as we hear its words each week.

Practice reading the blessing said after the Torah reading,.

B2 7R rmhR 7 Rk g
NARR 1R 257N WK 2

121N2 yv1 oYy v s

JTURT N7 AR 2 4

Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world,
who gave us the Torah of truth,

and implanted within us eternal life.

Praised are You, Adonai, who gives us the Torah.




PRAYER PHRASE MATCH

DICTIONARY | .
| Connect each Hebrew phrase to its English meaning.
and eternal life Y1 Dl?ﬁyl?
ruler of the world R MR
1
w y forever and ever D'?"ly M |
| np x 1‘ : :
’!f truth 1‘ Torah of truth DI?‘IYET 1‘773
)

| m |

! |
: and life (of) !

| ooy

’ 5 eternal, world

When we help someone in need, or perform any other mitzvah,
we are keeping the words of the Torah alive.

WHAT’S MISSING!?
Fill in the missing Hebrew words in the prayer.

0291 7R DN T IRR i3
7N WK

Torah of truth

JIDIN32 YY)

and eternal life

I Sl 7 nK T3
‘Il gives
1




I OF Ty

NRK MR 2 10 WK

“who gave us the Torah of truth”

15 TN means
NRANX NI means “Torah of truth.”
NAIM is a combination word that means “Torah of.”

NN means “truth.”

Complete the Hebrew phrase: ’IJ'? jiak "“_UIS

What did God give us?

Why do you think we refer to the Torah as “Torah of truth”?

Dr?"ﬂf 17 “and eternal life”

17 means “and a life of.”

] is a prefix meaning

77T means “a life of.”

The word for “life” is D", (Do you know the toast “ !D"-’fljr? “—"To Life!"?)
D'?w means “eternal.”
D‘?ﬁ.v also means “world.”
DI?‘W 7171 means

32




Read the following sentences and underline D‘?'W in each one.

i V) 021vh Wy kS aren wirhR qnaw
X721 7Y 52 DR 7R WK DR [TIX 2
Y1 DY Tan n 53093 Y 30T
094y Ty TRYR M 720 MK 4

1 INIX DWIPRY WD ,0%1v3 3Rw NK Ul s
.00 Mmwa

Y1 o94YY by 9 an o m OK s

CHALLENGE QUESTION
Reread the blessing on page 30.

Describe the theme—or main idea—of this blessing, which is recited after the
Torah reading.
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Whydoweusetheterm'ﬂ"?y(mmgup wggowwd\ebmah
when we are called to recite the blessings and after each
section of the Torah reading. We also go up in the eyes of the
congregation when we receive this honor. And we go up, or move
closer, to God.

You may have heard the word 1"71'7 in a different context. Going
to live in Israel is called 'I"?Q (we “make aliyah”). We don't just
move to the Holy Land, we go up to it.

The number of m"?y in each Torah portion depends on the day it
is read. For example, on Mondays and Thursdays there are three
.m"7¥ , on Yom Kippur there are six, and on Shabbat morning
there are usually seven. The number of l'ﬁ"?y indicates the level of
holiness of the day. In this case, Shabbat is even holier than Yom
Kippur!

In some congregations, each person honored with an aliyah receives
a special blessing of well-being, called a 7|AW 1. In this blessing,
we ask God to protect the person from illness and distress, and to
bless him or her with good health and success. Another version of
the prayer, said during the Torah service, asks for the well-being of
sick congregants, their loved ones, and friends.

| New immigrants
making aliyah to
the State of Israel




FLUENT READING

J ‘ Each line below contains a word you know. Practice reading the lines.
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TveT

The Torah is the first part of the Bible (ﬂ”;]_’l); the

A Book of Prophets (D'X1J) is the second; and

Writings (07211 3), which includes psalms, poems, and

| proverbs, is the third. At the conclusion of the Torah

# reading on Shabbat and on holidays, an honored person

in the congregation reads a section from the Book of

Prophets called the TSI (“conclusion”). The haftarah

is often related by theme to that week’s Torah portion or to

a holiday season. When you become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah and are called up to the Torah
for the first time, you will be the one to chant the haftarah that day!

Our tradition teaches that the prophets were learned, righteous people who spread
the word of the Torah to the Jewish people. They were the conscience of the Jews. The
truths taught by the prophets are told in the haftarah and help us to better understand
important ideas or values found in the Torah.

We say a blessing before chanting the haftarah. Because the prophets were so
important in communicating God's word, this blessing praises God for the fact that the

Israelites had prophets.

BLESSING BEFORE THE HAFTARAH READING
Practice reading the blessing aloud.

03 WK DYV PR oK 7 K 103
PRI DMRRIT DTIATR YY) DODI0 DK

N7V TWnY iR mian e ank 9a
PT¥) MR K211 My S

Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world, who chose

good (faithful) prophets, and was pleased with their words spoken in truth.

Praised are You, Adonai, the One who takes delight in (chooses) the Torah, and in Moses, God's
servant, and in Israel, God's people, and in prophets of truth and righteousness (justice).




PRAYER
’ DICTIONARY

D’N’JJ(J)

prophets

R T R SRR Wy

D720

good (faithful)

ok

! spoken

nnRKa

f in truth

O amEm

the one who chooses

T

J ﬂ) &

1'rzy

Cod'’s servant

my

God’s people

'7'!3‘ 1

- 7

and nghteousness
(justice)

THE FAMILY CONNECTION
There are three sets of related words in the blessing before the

110D reading.
3 2 1
nRRa O'X213 A
.T\DN"[ X233 AN

Write the number of the related words next to their English
meaning.
prophets
choose

truth

It may seem as though you find the number |13 everywhere
you look in the year you become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.

MAKE ME A MATCH!
Connect the Hebrew word to its English meaning. -

God's people D23
and righteousness (justice) [m VAl
good (faithful) 17337
| spoken ny
God's servant : - L

37
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CLUE WORDS

The Hebrew name for the Bible— ﬂ"lj.'ﬂ —is an acronym. It is made
up of the first letter in the name of each part of the Bible:

Torah ¢3)] 7R .1
Prophets &) QX1 2
Writings q 2 0’21N3 .3

Find the two Hebrew words that mean “prophets” in the blessing
on page 36 and write them below.

DIDYOUHHOW?=~-==~—~“=-=~w«==—=r—-==-*=="5~m-‘=--—"=—--c-’1

Both the Torah and the haftarah are chanted according to musical inflections
(trope) shown by markings under and over the words themselves, But the tunes '
of the trope for the Torah and haftarah differ slightly. |

While the Torah is chanted from a scroll that is rolled from one portion to the
next, the haftarah is chanted from a printed book. On Simhat Torah, when we
finish reading the Torah for the year, it must be rerolled all the way from the l
end of the scroll back to the beginning in order to start over again!

PROPHET MATCH

Connect the Hebrew and English names of each prophet.

Micah TR
Deborah U"ITJITJ
Zechariah myw? |
Ezekiel oRpIY || |
Amos T
Jeremiah 2 ||
Isaiah R
38 |
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07310 O'X112 02 WX
“who chose good (faithful) prophets”

W2 means “chose.”
07X is the plural of K721,

Circle the part of D?X72] that shows it is plural: D?N?2]
K21 means

D'X2] means

D21V is an adjective describing DX .

Circle the part of D?21D) that shows it is plural: D72V
27V means
D720 means

11

’

NRRA ONKIT “spoken in truth”

D" K IT means “spoken.”
The root letters of D' NI are AKX,
"'lnk- means “speak” or “say.”
nDIS; means “in truth.”
Read the following phrases aloud. Circle the words with the root TAX.
AT VKT AR DK
R e PR
AR KN OXIWTOD o0
PR Oy niwyS 7 S’ miaa K I
KT P03 071V I MKY 3

. » W
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those who “speak truth in "-"?'-'-'??‘ arts an
“live in God’s house. ﬁ!e proph ;-‘« ords

“truth, .' sed the truth ofnghteous
and just behavior from God to the kwish peoﬂﬁ.

r‘ rTW
T e e

Think Ahlim‘* %

It would be hard to find someone who's w:m Maybe you
ate a slice of the freshly baked apple ple M#{s dinner
guests, and then pretended it wasn't you W’b walk
the dog, but then claimed you did, so your dad mm Or
maybe you've |omed in spreading false rumors about someone. What
does the expression “to get caught in a web of lies” mean? haﬂﬁﬁon
to being truthful to others, why do we need to be truthful o ours

ﬂj‘lﬂg W17 “the one whe chooses the Torah”

SWTIAT means “the one who chooses.”

In this phrase, |T is a prefix meaning “the one who.”

W12 means
ST is built on the root T2,

The root W2 tells us that “choose” is part of a word’s meaning.

Below are lines from two prayers you have studied. Read each excerpt and circle all
the words built on the root W12, Then write the number of the line from each

| prayer next to the name of the prayer.

WITIR WK DIV 90 DR T AR 2
An7irnR 25N omyTHan

DAY 5310 QYR RNIKY A3 13 03 2
Kiddush

Blessing Before the Torah Reading
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172V MU “and Moses, God’s servant”

myn:;a means “and Moses.”
1 is a prefix meaning

TT{__U'D means

1?3}7 means “God’s servant.”

1‘::117 is made up of two word-parts: 12V and the word ending 1(“his”).
Because God is neither male nor female, we translate MY as “God's servant.”
In what ways was Moses God's servant?

When we are young, sometimes we
are tempted to gossip or tell tales. |
As we mature, we begin to
understand how hurtful such
behavior can be.

ny l?N']W’:H “and Israel, God’s people”
BNjW’Z’I means “and Israel.”

1 means
bij" means
MY means “God’s people.”

DYV means “people” or “nation.”

1 at the end of a word means “his.”

Because God is neither male nor female, we translate QY as “God's people.”
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PI¥) NRKT X210 !
‘““and prophets of truth and righteousness (justice)”
X2127 means “and prophets of.*
1 means
"K72J means “prophets of.”
NRKT means “the truth.”

;:I means

NI means
Read the following prayer excerpts. Circle the word J1AK in each line.

NRK2 T3P W37 0L

NIIN2 YU D71y M NRK NR AY N WK o

N7 Lox M3%M NPX 3

2 K 1K1 T Sy HX myh 1 nnx nin g

122%2 npK "3 Py Sy omn 99 s

P T¥ means “and righteousness” or “and justice.”
1 means

P'_[X means

N

An Ethical Echo

The Hebrew word {7 T¥ comes from the word PT¥ (“righteousness” or
“justice”). Giving tzedakah is a commandment and an obligation for all Jews.
According to Jewish law, we should all give a portion of our earnings to those
less fortunate. The highest level of tzedakah is when we give anonymously and
so generously that a needy person can become self-sufficient.

o — Think About This!

c’r
'y

What kinds of tzedakah—besides money—can we give? If you give food to a
food bank or clothes to a clothing drive, is that tzedakah? Why? If you give a
needy person a job, why is that considered the highest level of tzedakah? Do
you think it is important to give tzedakah anonymously? Why or why not?
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BLESSINGS AFTER THE HAFTARAH READING

When people you can count on—maybe your parent or your best friend—promise
to do something, you usually rely on them because of your relationship and
your trust. You believe your best friend’s promise to keep it secret that you have a crush
on that cute kid in math class. You believe your dad when he says he'll pick you up
after the dance. Our tradition teaches us that the Jewish people have a relationship
with God that is also built on trust, and that God watches over us, gives us life, and is
merciful to us. We believe in God's promises.

We say four blessings after the haftarah reading. The first three blessings have to do
with promises made by God to the Jewish people and our hope that those promises
will come true.

The fourth and final blessing after the haftarah thanks God for the Torah, the
worship service, the prophets, and Shabbat.

Practice reading the first of these blessings aloud.
,ombiva D2 My ohivi %R ArTOR T anR 3.
IV MIRT [ RRIT Sxa T 523 pray
PIY] NRK TIRTO3W 00 13T

TR 2T AT DRI 0K T ORTT DR KD
PaNI PR DX 7 DR 2w KD TINK 3T
IR TAnT

12T 922 1RRIT OXT 7 AR N2

Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world, rock of all eternity,
righteous in all generations, the faithful God, the One who says and does,
the One who speaks and fulfills, for all God's words are truthful and just.

You are faithful, Adonai our God, and faithful are Your words, and not one of Your words
will return empty, for You are a faithful and compassionate God and Ruler.
Praised are You, Adonai, faithful in all Your words.
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BLESSINGS GALORE!

You learned that the blessing before the haftarah praises God for choosing prophets
who are faithful, who speak the truth, and who act justly.

The four blessings after the haftarah have very different themes. Read the theme for
each blessing, then answer the question.

Blessing |

praises God, whose words are true and who fulfills all promises.

Blessing 2

asks God to have mercy on and to protect Zion, and
ancient times, Zion was another name for Jerusalem.
Blessing 3

asks God to reinstate the descendants of David as the rulers of the
Blessing 4

thanks God for: (1) the Torah,
Shabbat, our holy day of rest.

prays for our return there. In

Jewish people.

(2) the worship service, (3) the prophets, and (4)

How is the fourth blessing after the haftarah the high point of all the other bl

essings,
including the blessing before the haftarah?

‘0 -
¥ =
-\ DID YOU KNOW? —+ =+ s o . 9
We are not sure exactly when the TT']IQB?_T blessings were composed. The
' Amoraim—the rabbis whose commentaries on Jewish law are recorded in the l
Gemara—first referred to these blessings around the year 300 c.k. So the l
J haftarah blessings are at least 1,700 years old. -
| I
|
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FLUENT READING

Practice reading blessings two, three, and four which are said after the 7T )DDT reading.

I
yWin wo) n;’l':';::b'! Arm . Ko D (yehy o

77333 Y mRwn 7 DK M3 A3 Tna 2

I1I
T1T 72 MaHNIT TV RAIT TTPRD ANIOK 7o amw s

T awrxS Ikpa Sy 1ah Han K21 Ina s 4

-' nyaw) qwTp owa 13 ,iTRoNK onx Ty Hmr Ko s

I ST D 7 RK 2 TV 071h 1 manr oY 19 s

v
ST N2WR DSy DR Syl aTayT oy iR oy 7

IRDNPY T35 Ry MR wmoR T N7 any

RIK D03m 9% D Tin MK oK v Samoy s

7v) D915 TRR Y3 03 Y 17 o

NIWT IR 7 INK 13
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