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BEYOND THE BOOK

The Struggle to Tell the Truth

Discuss with your child this saying: “Truth is its own reward.” Why is it important to tell the truth? Can
you think of times when it was difficult to tell the truth? Whom do we hurt when we do not tell the
truth? Why do you think that Judaism would make it a virtue to tell the truth?
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BEYOND THE BOORKRK

Bring Passover into Your Home

Passover is a home-based holiday. When we bring Passover into our homes, we fulfill the
commandment “You shall personally remember when you went out from the land of Egypt.” Here are
a few ideas for fun home observance:

e Have your children make stick puppets for the major characters in the Passover story. At the
seder, children can act out the story using their puppets.

e Decorate the house with fresh flowers, or use tissue-paper flowers that can be left up for the
whole week.

e Make playful Passover foods like matzah pizza or matzah cookies. You can find terrific
children’s Passover cookbooks at your local Judaica store or synagogue gift shop.

e Your child is almost a Hebrew reader! Choose a few words or sentences in the Hagaddah and
have your child read for the family in Hebrew.
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BEYOND THE BOOK

Hebrew Letter Hints

Your child has learned almost all of the letters in the alef bet! Here are some more “reading hints” to
remember the names and sounds of the letters.

pay has a “polka dot”
hay is a "house” with a "hole”
tet is open on the “top”

aciju

samech is a “slippery circle”
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(or “ei” as in “vein”)
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tree of life &l “ei” as in “vein”
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BEYOND THE BOORK

It Is aTree of Life

Our tradition uses many different metaphors to describe the Torah. When we call the Torah a “tree of
life,” we are reminded that the Torah gives us life and sustains us. Read together the following teachings
about the Torah. Which do you prefer? Why?

e “Even as rain gives life to the world, so words of Torah give life to the world.”

e “Why is Torah likened to a fig tree? Because all other fruits contain useless matter. Dates have
pits, grapes have seeds, pomegranates have rinds. But the fig, all of it, is edible. So words of
Torah have no worthless matter in them.”

As a family, write your own metaphor to describe the Torah.
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BEYOND THE BOORK

Letter Hints

The Hebrew letters & and ¥ are two of the most difficult letters for new Hebrew readers because they
look so alike. If the dot is on the right side of the letter, the letter makes a “sh” sound. If the dot is on
the left, the letter makes a “s” sound. Perhaps you will remember the difference if you say, “A sin is never
right,” therefore if the dot is on the right, it must be a shin.

The Meanings of Yisra'el

The word yisra'el has several different meanings in our heritage. In the Torah, after our patriarch Jacob
wrestled with an angel, God renamed Jacob yisra‘el, or “the one who wrestled with God.” The Jewish
people were called b'nei yisra’'el—"the children of Israel”—or am yisra’el—"the nation of Israel.” Eretz

yisra'el refers to the biblical “land of Israel.” The modern Jewish state is called m'dinat yisra’el—“the State
of Israel.”

see sak sam sar  seem seh

J MY KW T

masa oseh eser samah sa’ne sarah

sason sha ar samah shamah sarah sharah

-rsw oW W

sechel basar ylsa safah sachar se’ar

taylsh asah eser sheva pashat sadeh

NinaTT My -nuy-mn N nnw 6
m'vw -nmy m'vw nvw Bx-nw ynw ;

_ '7xjwv Dy 8

yisra eI eretz yisra eI b nei yisra eI am




