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BEYOND THE BOORK

“Ah” at the End of a Word

Usually when we read a letter-vowel combination we pronounce the letter first and then its vowel.
However, when the letter and vowel [] appear at the end of a word, we read it as “ah” instead of "ha.”
Remember, this occurs only at the end of a word and only for this letter-vowel combination.

Hag Same’ah Cards

Making Hag Same’ah cards with your children can be both a creative way to reinforce their Hebrew
learning and a thoughtful yet inexpensive way to send a gift to a grandparent or a family friend. Your
children can make cards on the computer or by hand. Have them add the Hebrew phrase "hag same’ah.”
Hag Same’ah cards can be sent for Sukkot, Pesah, or Shavuot, but they are especially appropriate on Rosh
Hashanah, when we wish people “shanah tovah” (a good year).
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BEYOND THE BOOK

“Oh” and “Ooh”

The vowels 1 and 1 are both built on the letter vav. If your child is having difficulty telling the two letters
apart, give him or her this helpful Hebrew hint:

1 The dot is “oh”-ver the letter.
1 The dot is in the letter’s stomach and it says “ooh.”

Holding Your Kiddush Cup

The simple act of holding a Kiddush cup can teach us a lesson! Usually, we hold a cup by putting our
hand around it. Some people, however, hold their Kiddush cup by balancing the cup on the palm of
their hand and bringing their fingers around the base to secure it. What does this teach us? During the
week we seem to face the world with our knuckles out, protecting ourselves and closing ourselves off
from others. But on Shabbat we are reminded to face the world with our palms open to others and to
the beauty of the world around us. ‘

tovu sukah ’hayu kulam Iu ah humash

k:butz hanukah shav 'a sukot hbenu alemu

kulanu m tzuyan s:dur m shubah shulhan kldush

: anabnu n tuyah yshu ah pasuk g’dulah haI’Iuyah

dayenu v yanusu va y chulu v yafutzu Iulav uv’nuhoh

i o3 K207 7O WY1 Tmn

kush:yot bar chu hanavee ehyahu v tz:vanu t munah

‘niyiaw o3 ob Dres o e

shavu ot klpur yom pureem y’hudeem k’dushah

1251 AR WY uv'-rr; D5

malkenu aveenu shehebeyanu elohemu yrushalay:m

N

w

~



LESSON@

Student’s Name Parent’s Signature

NEW WORD NEW LETTER

TII'I T73 T zayin “z”

m’zuzah

mezuzah

Now Read & Read Again

WT T'l:l TD w TN ‘IT

N

'[TN '[T.T[ WDT

mYy 171 ’7173 nXT n:r 1 :

N

'ISJWT'I 'IJT}J ‘IT’N WDT T'IVT.'! WDT’

(9, ]

.'ﬂ"IT JTSJJ TIT.'}TT.'! TITI'IT.'} I'DTTJ '['IWDT

o

nvw DSJWT '['ITD SJ'IWT I'IWTT.'! .TTIDT

~

'}’T.'IN'I 7Tl‘l I'I’JT‘I 717'[ W’Tl'l‘l .‘n’T

230 ’7173 wnn m:r-r o -mm ]

Behrman House, Inc. Shalom Uvrachah Family Companion



BEYOND THE BOOK

Isltal oral?

New Hebrew readers sometimes have difficulty remembering which letter makes the “v” sound and
which letter makes the "z” sound. Remind your child that the T has a "zigzag” on top.

Jewish Home Treasure Hunt

A mezuzah is one of the many Jewish items that you may have in your home. With your child, go on a
treasure hunt through your house and list the different objects that help make your home Jewish. Your
list may include such items as Shabbat candlesticks, a Hanukkah menorah, a hallah board and cover,
dreidels, a Kiddush cup, and a tzedakah box.
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BEYOND THE BOOK

Final Chaf

Your child has learned that there are five Hebrew letters that have a different form when they appear at
the end of a word. When =) comes at the end of a word, it takes the form of a final chaf (1) You will
usually see a final chaf with the vowels E or - (1 1)

Bending the Knees

Have you ever wondered why people praying often bend their knees and bow when reciting a prayer that
begins with the word baruch? The Hebrew word for knee, berech, comes from the same root. There are
two reasons for this custom of bending the knee, or bowing, when we pray. One is that we bend our
knees before God as a sign of respect. The other is that by doing so, we are asking God to come down
to us, thus making God more approachable.
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BEYOND THE BOOK

Mazal Tov!

Your child has learned the entire alef bet and is now a Hebrew reader! Have a small party at home to
celebrate siyum hasefer ("completing the book”). Perhaps you can bake a cake or cookies together and
decorate them with Hebrew letters. Whether you bake or buy treats, be sure to celebrate with something
sweet to show the sweetness of Jewish learning.

It is a custom to recite the Sheheheyanu blessing together when you reach such a milestone. Read the
blessing below together.
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Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, melech ha'olam, sheheheyanu, v'kiy'manu, v'higi’anu lazman hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given us life, sustained us, and

brought us to this season.
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