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Student’s Name Parent’s Signature

NEW WORD NEW LETTERS NEW VOWELS

ﬂ;W | 2 bet “b” B “2” as in “father”
shabat .T'l or .T'l tav “t” ; “a” as in “father”
Shabbat, rest W shin “sh”

Now Read & Read Again
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BEYOND THE BOOK

Learning to Read Hebrew Together

If you are not a Hebrew reader, this can be a very exciting time for you! During the next year you can
learn the Hebrew letters and vowels along with your child. You can help your child practice newly
acquired Hebrew reading skills and you can help create a Hebrew-friendly environment at home. Good
luck, have fun, and happy learning!

“Shabbat” or “Shabbos’”?

You may remember learning to say “Shabbos,” instead of “Shabbat” as your child is learning. This is
actually just a difference in pronunciation. Your child is learning Sephardi rather than Ashkenazi
pronunciation. There are only minor differences between the two, but if you are used to the Ashkenazi
pronunciation some words may sound a bit different to you. Transliteration is provided for you to check
your child’s pronunciation.

b’ ba ba b’ ba ba

shata shaba shasha shat shab shash

na v " Y na wn 7 Wi

bashat tabat tabash tashab shabash

Nan N33 aRR ana 23y

tabat babat tatab batab shabab

N33 wwa nwa naw r

babat bashash bashat shabata tabat

 naw naw nav naw ' nay

shabat shabat shabat shabat shabat
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W?;W 73 mem “m”

shamash

helper

Now Read & Read Again

nav wny na

T

W UMY Naw s
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BEYOND THE BOOK

The Shamash Candle

The word shamash means “helper.” It is also the name of the helper candle on the hanukkiah, the
Hanukkah menorah. We use the shamash to light the other candles.

The Great Hanukkah Candle Debate

Our tradition teaches that there was once a great debate between Hillel and Shammai, two of our
greatest ancient rabbis. Shammai believed that on the first night of Hanukkah we should light all eight
candles, and that each night we should reduce the number of candles by one until none are left. Hillel
believed that the first night we should light only one candle, adding another each night until all eight
are lit. Our tradition follows Hillel, because it is said that we should always work to increase the light in
the world.

¢ What does it mean to “increase the light in the world”?
¢ How can your family be a shamash—a helper—in increasing the light in the world?

bat shaba mash mama mash shama

373 373 Wn

maba mata mama mat mab mash

tama bama bat tama shama bama

nnnn:n wnn JWT-'\

bamash mamat mabat matash mashab

T Wwn wan nnn nay wan

mashash mabash tamat shabat tamash

Uny wwn wan wny naw

shamash mashash matash shamash shabat

an n:w __

shamash shabat shaba shamash shama

nav wow nay Wy naw

shabat shamash shabat shamash shabat
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TTr? D I'7 lamed “1”
kalah D kaf “k”

bride TT hay “h” or silent at the end of a word

Now Read & Read Again

-1-1 -m -1'7 ‘TW ‘TJ] 32

n:w -m: -nu'v -m: -1'? ’
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BEYOND THE BOOK

The Sabbath Bride

Our tradition teaches that Shabbat is like a kalah—a bride. We sing a joyful song on Friday night, Lechah
Dodi, in which we welcome Shabbat, the “Sabbath bride.” In class your child is exploring how Shabbat
is like a bride and how she comes to “visit” us each week.

Making Shabbat a Wedding Celebration

Since our tradition teaches that Shabbat is like a bride, you have a wonderful opportunity to turn your
Shabbat observance into a mini-wedding celebration. Discuss with your children what you can do on a
Friday night to make your own Shabbat celebration special. If your children have attended a wedding,
ask them to recall the special things that happened during the reception. Were there flowers on the
table? beautiful place cards? a special table setting? music or singing in the background? All of these
items can enhance your Shabbat meal as you welcome the Sabbath bride.

ha ka ha ta ha ba

haha hat hash hat hab haI

. -T_n -13

hah mah Iah shah tah bah

shabat kamah Iashah bamah talah

Iashah kalah shamah makah Iamah

ENLEn T

hakalah hamashal hashabat hashamash habat

-“Ub . —173'7 __ , .. . -13

Iashah Iamah kamah makah hakalah kalah

ooaT naw Moo nay noan nav

hakalah shabat hakalah shabat hakalah shabat
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12712
brachah

blessing

NEW VOWEL

-] resh “r”

3 chaf “ch” as
in “Bach”

@8 sh'va silent or
" “uh” as in the

sound after the
Hy” in lly’all”
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BEYOND THE BOOK

The Letter 1 1

New Hebrew readers often have a difficult time with the letter i 1. Remind your child that it acts just like
the letter “h” in English. If the letter “h” is at the beginning of a word (like "help”) it makes a sound. If
it is at the end of a word (like “shah”) it is silent. The silent 1 1 occurs frequently in Hebrew. Your child
will get used to it with practice!

One Hundred Brachot a Day

Our tradition teaches that we should strive to say one hundred b'rachot (blessings) a day. There are
blessings for everything, from seeing a rainbow to wearing a new jacket to eating a fruit for the first time
in a season. They all begin with the brachah "formula”: Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the
Universe... Over the next few days, help your child find things in the world for which to thank God. Use
the b'rachah formula and add your own ending. For example, perhaps you can say a blessing during a
happy family moment or upon seeing a beautiful tree. Help your child find the work of God in the

wonderful world that surrounds us!

H T T
I’cha tacha racha kacha bacha cha

chash kat chaba kacha macha chah

13 3 . 733

bar tacha kar shach kam rach

kalat shachar machar rakah kachah bachah

Iakat rachash makah kamah kahah kalah

Iachash tachah I’chah karah kachat bachat

"Mo5T oM MOND ManT oD

halachta machrah karachta hatachah bachtah

Dwn : —13-1 : :

mashchah halchah b rachah b rachah halachta
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TTI?'IZET 2 ety “a” as in “father”

havdalah T dalet “d”

separation

Now Read & Read Again

v wIT N2 T2 T 7T
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BEYOND THE BOOK

Hebrew Hints to Help Your Child’s Reading

New Hebrew readers often find it hard to distinguish between look-alike letters. In Hebrew, two letters
can look the same except for a dot in the middle, for example, 2 and 2. This dot can change the sound
of the letter. Or, the letters can look similar, like " and 1, but make different sounds. Here are some
Hebrew hints to help your child (and you!) memorize the sounds of the letters. As you progress, you
can have fun making up your own mnemonics.

bet has a “belly button” lamed is “long”

tav has a “tiny toe” resh is “rounded”

mem has a “man on the mountain” vet is “vacant”

A9
U J-J

dalet  looks like a “doorway” kaf has a “cough drop”

rash dash bar bada dar dad

dav dar dah daI dat dash

rad had shada bada kad mad

darah hadar Iamad d vash davar daIah

madad dashah shadad darash dahah I’vad

havarah hadarah haIachah d mamah hamarah

ma’d dah darachta Iamdah Iavashta katvah

havdaIah b rachah haIachah d rashah havdaIah




